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PPS RECORDS FOR 
19 GROTTO AVENUE 

PLAT 41, LOT 173 
 

J. PARKER FORD HOUSE 
Built 1912 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
One of three nearly identical 2-1/2 story bungalows (11, 15 and 19 Grotto Avenue) with flaring 
flank-gambrel roofs encompassing the second story and attic, front shed dormers, and recessed 
front porches.  At 19 Grotto, the first story is covered in stucco, the second in wood shingles; the 
large porch columns are also stuccoed.   The windows are wood multi-pane sash.  The entrance 
is off-center and set back under the front porch.  
 
The house stands on a 6,600 square foot lot on the east side of Grotto Avenue between 
Channing Avenue (to the north) and Irving Avenue (to the south).  The lot measures 50 feet 
wide on Grotto Avenue, and 132 feet deep.  
 
HISTORY:1 
 
In 1912, J. Parker Ford, a resident of Elmgrove Avenue who worked as a treasurer for a jewelry 
manufacturer, built four houses – 11, 15, 19 Grotto Avenue and 254 Irving Avenue -- on a large 
lot that he had previously purchased in 1904.  Ford shortly sold three of the houses, but retained 
19 Grotto as rental property; the first tenant was Emile J. Ozanne, a lace manufacturer, who 
lived here for three years, followed by C. Arthur Lord, who worked in insurance and lived here 
for 2 years.  In 1918 Ford moved into this house himself, and lived here until 1924.  (Sometime 
between 1918 and 1926, a garage was constructed at the rear of the lot.)  After Ford’s death in 
1931, the property changed hands five times; the current owners, Robert Murphy and Kathleen 
Stant, bought it in 1991. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
In the 18th century, Moses Brown’s Elm Grove Farm covered more than 300 acres on 
Providence’s East Side:  bounded by today’s East Manning and Pitman Streets on the south; 
Laurel Avenue on the north; Arlington Avenue, Lloyd Avenue and Hope Street on the west, and 
the Seekonk River on the east. (Brown’s country home once stood near the intersection of 
today’s Humboldt and Wayland Avenues.) One of four brothers in a very wealthy and prominent 
family, Moses Brown was a Quaker and abolitionist.  Among his many accomplishments, he 
helped to found a boarding school for Quaker youth (now the Moses Brown School), and he 
was a primary sponsor of Samuel Slater’s cotton mill in Pawtucket, which brought the Industrial 
Revolution to America.  
 

 
1 From “Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” by Robert Owen Jones, 
published by the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989; and previous PPS Marker 
Reports. 
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Moses Brown died in 1836, leaving the farmstead to his granddaughter Anna Almy Jenkins.  
Upon Anna Jenkins’s death in 1849, her two surviving children split the estate in half, divided at 
Angell and South Angell Streets: son Moses Brown Jenkins, who was 21 at the time, took the 
northern portion.  Within a few years, Moses B. Jenkins had his share of the estate surveyed 
and platted for residential development, recording several large plats.  The Blackstone Park 
Plat, recorded in 1861, encompassed the area east of Butler Avenue and north of South Angell 
Street.  Unhappy with the original plat, a conventional grid plan, Jenkins hired surveyor Charles 
E. Paine in 1862 to redraw the plat along the most advanced precepts for a garden suburb, with 
winding roadways, generously sized lots, and public open space.  Ten years later, the 
Blackstone Park Plat was included within another, larger plat recorded in 1872 as the Moses 
Brown Farm Plat. 
 
The lot on which 19 Grotto Avenue now stands remained vacant for sixty years after it was first 
platted for residential development. It was not until public transportation and residential utilities 
(water, sewer, electricity, telephone lines) became available on the East Side in the late 19th and 
early 20th century that this previously undeveloped area became more desirable for housing 
construction.  By 1908, water and sewer services were available to this property, and the 
Blackstone Boulevard streetcar line ran just a block away.  The house was built 4 years later.  
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
19 Grotto Avenue is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Blackstone 
Park Plat Historic District (listed 1998).  The nomination gives the house’s historic name as the 
J. Parker Ford house, and a construction date of 1913.  (Tax records indicate that the house 
was standing in 1912.)  
 
Local historic district zoning has not been implemented on Grotto Avenue. 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate V 
shows Moses Brown’s farm occupying over 300 acres north of today’s Angell Street (then called 
“Moses Brown’s Road to the Central Bridge”), between what is now Hope Street and the 
Seekonk River.  (Archives) 
 
1862:  “The Blackstone Park Plat,” surveyed and platted by Charles E. Paine in 1862, recorded 
in Plat Book 2, Page 20-1/2 and copied on Plat Card 64.  “Section R” of this Plat is the block 
bounded by Grotto Avenue on the west, Channing Avenue on the north, Beacon Avenue (later 
Loring Avenue) on the east, and Irving Avenue on the south.  This block is divided into 11 
numbered lots, each measuring between approximately 12,000 and 20,000 sq.ft.  Lot #184 at 
the northeast corner of Grotto and Irving Avenues, measuring 20,578 sq.ft., includes the land 
where 19 Grotto is now.  No buildings are shown in the entire block. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1872:  “The Moses Brown Farm Plat,” as surveyed and platted by the Cushing Company in 
1872 (recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 10, copied on Plat Card 286).  This plat includes the land 
area previously mapped as the Blackstone Park Plat by Paine in 1862.  The block bounded by 
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Grotto, Channing, Beacon and Irving Avenues is divided into the same 11 lots as previously, but 
lot 184 has been renumbered as lot 457.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2, and 3), Plate J 
shows the block bounded by Grotto, Channing, Beacon and Irving Avenues, configured as 
shown on the 1862 Blackstone Park Plat map.   Lot #184 measures 20, 526 sq.ft.  The entire 
block is vacant and owned by W.S. Slater. (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4, shows the block bounded 
by Grotto, Channing, Beacon and Irving Avenues, configured as shown on the 1872 Moses 
Brown Farm Plat map, thus Lot #184 has been renumbered Lot #457.  Lot size is not indicated.  
The entire block remains vacant and owned by W. S. Slater.  Water mains have been installed 
on Butler Avenue (one block west of this block), and on Irving Avenue from Butler to Grotto. 
(Archives) 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 6 (pages 32-33), shows the 
block bounded by Grotto, Channing, Loring (formerly Beacon) and Irving Avenues.  The layout 
of lots is the same as on previous maps, but no lot numbers are indicated.  The lot at the corner 
of Grotto and Irving still measures 20,578 sq.ft.  The block remains vacant (no owner name is 
indicated).  Sewer lines have been installed on Butler Avenue, on Irving from Butler to Grotto, 
and on Blackstone Boulevard as far north as President Avenue.  A streetcar line runs on Butler 
Avenue as far north as the boulevard. (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 41 shows the block bounded by Grotto, Channing, Loring and 
Irving Avenues.  The lot at the northeast corner of Grotto and Irving is numbered 184 and 
measured 20,578 sq. ft., with 100 feet of frontage along Irving Avenue and approximately 205 
feet of frontage along Grotto Avenue.  No owner name is indicated on this map. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., plate 9:  The 20,578 sq.ft. vacant 
lot at the northeast corner of Grotto and Irving Avenues is owned by J. Parker Ford.  Elsewhere 
in the block, houses have been built at 21 and 25 Grotto Avenue, but the remainder of the land 
is vacant and still owned by W.H. Spencer.  Sewer and water lines have been installed on 
Grotto Avenue from Irving as far north as President Avenue; the streetcar line on Blackstone 
Boulevard runs one block to the west.  (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows J.P. Ford’s original 
lot subdivided into four house lots, each with a house standing on it (11, 15, 19 Grotto Avenue 
and 254 Irving Avenue).  Ford still owns 19 Grotto and 254 Irving, but 11 and 15 Grotto have 
other owners.  The lot at 19 Grotto measures 50 feet wide on Grotto Avenue and 190 feet deep 
– nearly twice as deep as Ford’s other lots on Grotto. (In 1911 Ford had acquired lot #183 on 
Irving Avenue just east of his original property (see “Deeds,” below).  Between 1911 and 1918 
he apparently added about 4,500 sq.ft. of that land to 19 Grotto’s lot, and then sold off what was 
left of the Irving Avenue lot, now 262 Irving.) (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows that a garage has 
been constructed behind 19 Grotto Avenue.  The lot size has been reduced to its current size of 
6,600 sq.ft.  J.P. Ford still owns the house. (Archives) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows that 19 Grotto 
Avenue, on a 6,600 sq.ft. lot with a garage, is now owned by A.E. King.  By this time nearly the 
entire block has been built out; only two vacant lots remain on Channing Avenue.  (Archives) 
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Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #1953 was issued on October 3, 1911 to J. Parker Ford of Irving Avenue to construct 
four 2-1/2 story wood-frame dwelling houses on Grotto Avenue.  The builder’s name was J.G. 
McPherson.  The estimated total cost was $24,000. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 465/Page 506:  On October 23, 1904 the Smithfield Land Company sold to J. Parker 
Ford of Providence, for $10, a lot of land on the northeast corner of Grotto and Irving Avenues 
measuring 20,578, known as Lot #184 in Section R of the Blackstone Park Plat of 1862. 
 
DB 522/467:  In 1911 W.H. Spencer sold to J. Parker Ford Lots #179 through 183 inclusive in 
Section R of the Blackstone Park Plat of 1862.  (Part of Lot 183 was subsequently added to the 
house lot at 19 Grotto Avenue.)  
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
House Directories (organized by street address) 
 
1913-1914:  the address 19 Grotto Avenue appears for the first time; Emile J. Ozanne, a jewelry 
manufacturer lived there. 
 
1915-1916:  Emile J. Ozanne lived at 19 Grotto Avenue. 
 
1917-1918:  C. A. Lord, in the insurance business, lived at 19 Grotto Avenue. 
 
1919-1920:  J. Parker Ford, in the jewelry manufacturing business, lived at 19 Grotto Avenue. 
 
[Note:  there are some discrepancies in details between the House Directories and the City 
Directories.  The House Directory says Emile Ozanne was in the jewelry business, while the 
City Directory says he was in the lace business; and the City Directory mentions 19 Grotto as 
early as 1912, while the House Directory first lists it in 1913.] 
 
City Directories (organized by resident name) 
 
1912:  J. Parker Ford lived at 91 Elmgrove Avenue and worked as a treasurer at 70 Ship Street 
(cross reference:  Brier Jewelry Manufacturing Co. was located at 70 Ship Street).  Emile J. 
Ozanne lived at 237 Meeting Street. 
 
1913 and 1914:  J. Parker Ford lived at 91 Elmgrove Avenue.  Emile J. Ozanne, lace 
manufacturer, lived at 19 Grotto Avenue. 
 
1915 and 1916:  J. Parker Ford lived at 91 Elmgrove Avenue.  Emile Ozanne is no longer listed.  
C. Arthur Lord, who worked at the Dwight C. Lord & Son insurance company (313 Industrial 
Trust Building, lived at 19 Grotto Avenue. 
 
1917:  J. Parker Ford lived at 91 Elmgrove Avenue; C. Arthur Lord moved to 210 Governor St. 
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1918-1924:  J. Parker Ford lived at 19 Grotto Avenue.  (He disappears from the City Directory 
as of 1925.) 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1911:  Plat 41, Lot 184 (recall this lot number from the 1902 assessor’s map) is owned by J. 
Parker Ford of 85 Irving Avenue (this address is consistent with that on the building permit). The 
land is valued at $3,300; no assessment is made for buildings. 
 
1912:  Plat 41, Lot 184 is owned by J. Parker Ford of 91 Elmgrove Avenue.  The land is valued 
at $3,300 and buildings at $23,500.  This figure corresponds to the construction estimate shown 
on the 1911 building permit, so clearly all 4 houses were standing by this time. 
 
1913:  Plat 41, Lot 173 is owned by J. Parker Ford of 91 Elmgrove Avenue.  The land is valued 
at $2,180 and the house at $5,500.  Lot 173 (the current assessor’s lot number for 19 Grotto) 
was subdivided from the original Lot 184.  
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 41, Lot 173:  19 Grotto Avenue 
 
David A. Waldron of Barrington owned the property as of May 15, 1891. 
David A. Waldron Estate owned the property as of July 1, 1896. 
Mercantile Trading Co. owned the property as of January 2, 1901. 
City of Providence owned the property as of February 2, 1903. 
J. Parker Ford owned the property as of January 2, 1913. 
Louis W. Slocum and Willard P. Jessup, trustees under the will of J. Parker Ford, owned the 
 property as of June 1931. 
Alfred E. King owned the property as of November 1931. 
Alfred E. King Estate owned the property as of June 1947. 
RI Hospital Trust Co., trustee under the will of Alfred E. King, owned the property as of June 

1947. 
Nathan L. Alterman and wife Barbara owned the property as joint tenants as of November 1953,  

and as tenants by entirety as of November 25, 1970 (Deed Book 1159/Page 940). 
Bartley F. McNulty and wife Ida A. McNulty owned the property as tenants by entirety as of  
 August 30, 1974 (DB 1182/930). 
Robert T. Murphy Jr. and Kathlees M. Stant owned the property as tenants by entirety as of  
 May 24, 1991 (DB 2401/1). 
 
 
  
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
July 2002 
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